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Abstract

This study aims to investigate the applicability of Montessori Method in preschool in
Tehran. The method of research is survey. The research population included all preschools
in Tehran city which of them a sample of 15 preschool centers were selected. The research
tools included data collection, researcher’s questionnaires, interviews and observations
were used to analyze data. But we didn’t use the elements of Montessori Method in this
study.
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Introduction

Childhood is the first and foremost stage of human life. At this time, the child's first relationship with nature would
be built, as well as their social relations and they will achieve self-concept (Mofidi, 2004). Children are valuable
assets and future builders. Consideration childhood education has been regarded by a range of experts in
sociologists, psychologists, philosophers, physiologists, and eventually by many different professionals.Education
at the time of childhood which is time of the formation of character and creating different habits and the time for
prevention of the problems would build future of individual and society and also reveals the country’s path.
Considering the problems of children, leads to the development and progress of the society and neglecting in
solving the problems of child’s, creates irreparable damage. Therefore, investing and planning in primary
education, the most sensitive and important tasks for managers and supervisors of the community and should be
of utmost priority (Mafakheri, 2007).Preschool period is the most important period in education of children. The
main objectives of preschool education are: The physical, mental, emotional, social growth of children based on
the moral and religious principles, increasing the talents and abilities levels of children, preparing and educating
children to understand scientific concepts and simultaneous growth of Farsi language along with local languages.
Preparation and training of children to establish cooperation and social interaction and supporting low-income
families in their children’s educational process (Mofidi, 2001).Child training in order to implement Islamic
principles in personal and social life, strengthen children's sense of participation in social activities and their sense
of responsibility, increasing their mental and physical strength, creating physical balance and enhancing basic
skills in children, instructional strategies that are considered in this section are; encouraging authorities of the
Ministry of Education to pay more attention to preschool education, Allocate more indirect funds from the
Ministry of Education to training preschool centers, Education and training of skilled individuals by focusing on
pre-school education, expansion of independent teaching spaces for preschools.

Preschool centers are like fantasy centers in our community and development of such centers due to the
economic, social and cultural reasons have not tremendous growth. But in developed countries, pre-school
learning is considered appropriately and such belief among its people is institutionalized that much of the mental
development of children in the years before their entry into primary school takes shape (Aghazadeh, 2003).The
fact that childhood is a time to construct personality, the fact that to build a society, next generation should be
used, the fact that tomorrow's world will be made by today's children, is not slogans, but is a truth, since the time
that children were important by the theorists, either by Avicenna who considered the child as a blank board or by
more recent theorists who believe that child is everything, just smooth the way for them;This period of human life
has always been the case. New strategies and methods used in teaching children in order to consider consistent
education with the nature of this period. Planning for children education was formed from pre-school and early
years (Mofidi, 2004).There were various reasons for the neglect of early childhood education and in other words,
there has been a neglect of education in this period. Recommendations and intellectuals’ world view in pre-school
period look reasonable, but in paying attention to children practically, we have difficulty for a long time. People
like Froebel and Maria Montessori realized a genuine belief in the value and importance of early childhood
education, and such a belief was not just a matter of the speech or a slogan, but they manifest it in action.Maria
Montessori in 1907, both established a school in a poor area of the city of Rome, capital of Italy, and gave poor
children under five years training, such as learning to read and write and observing the cleanliness and hygiene.
He also traveled to other countries and in numerous speeches he promoted and disseminated his thoughts on the
importance of teaching kindergarten and preschool children and incidentally, in one of his travels, he got so ill and
later died (Parsa, 1989).In Iran new education and ways which their names are known in the world is always
welcomed. One of these methods is Montessori who has been welcomed for several years in pre-school centers
and was emphasized by the managers of the centers. But how is it possible to apply techniques such as these in
Iran and how it can be introduce as a method to pre-school centers has been one of the concerns that have shaped
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the research in order to evaluate the feasibility of implementing such methods in preschool centers in Tehran
(Aghazadeh, 2003).Considering the procedures and written documents about methods of training and educational
programs for children and experience in this field indicates that a variety of approaches and methods have
emerged. In some countries, especially developing countries, the west and the leading countries just always look
correct and necessarily what happened there would be performed unquestionably. In Iran active Kindergartens
with these methods are very much and necessarily due to the physical facilities and teacher training centers,
applying such methods is not possible. Although the world celebrated one-Syrian centenary training centers,
awareness of Iran’s educational community from Montessori’s method is low. And translated books in this area
are less than five and in none of the Faculty of Science in Psychology and teacher training centers in Montessori’s
pattern is taught. Kindergarten in Tehran in 2001 began their career by Montessori’s name on their boards and
the only center which benefited from this model was Mahdavi’s kindergarten complex that was able to start up
such course by creating Montessori’s equipment and tools and has published two books in this field (Bayat,
2008).0ne of the current problems in the education of children, especially pre-school education in Iran refers to
entry methods, and approaches that are not compatible with society of Iran and have become like advertising
slogans which has turned the city's education campaign into advertising shops and with these tags only incidental
fees will go up and nothing useful in the center of the curriculum and children's learning will happen eventually.
By the pathology of the condition of children in pre-school education, such issue can be considered and also
imported methods and approaches can be examined and thus provides a good curriculum. Montessori teaching
supplies before the revolution in Iran was incomplete and a number of prominent kindergartens attended
them.Since 1980, Iranian companies and manufacturers produced these educational toys and in the 60s, the
education industry, produced several samples of the instruments, and some of the kindergartens used them. But
tools regardless of educational philosophy of them was just used which had no good result, and this method was
not correctly established in pre-school centers and kindergartens (Barzin, 2012) The present study seeks to
answer the question whether methods such as the method of Montessori which is introduced as an active
approach, Can be used in Iran as a convenient method in pre-school curriculum? What are the barriers and
challenges ahead to achieve this importance?

The purpose of the present study: the feasibility of using active learning methods (Montessori) in pre-school
centers in Tehran. Specific research objectives are:

- Investigation of pre-school centers coaches familiarity with the aspects of Montessori’s method

- Evaluation of the role of guides and trainers in Montessori’s training centers.

- Examination of the role of tools in Montessori’s method.

- Checking the quality of the educational environment in the implementation of Montessori’s method (as a method of activation).
- Evaluating the effectiveness of the methods used in the Montessori’s centers, on children’s self-discipline and concentration.

Research questions

-Are the instructors familiar with Montessori’s method and its dimensions?

-How much is the guiding role of teachers in Montessori’s centers?

-To what extent are the tools used in the Montessori useful in training children?

-To what extent do the Montessori learning environment centers have enough quality to implement this method?
-How much are the methods used in Montessori centers effective in children’s concentration and self-discipline?

Method and materials

The present research method from the view of aiming is Applicable and in nature is from descriptive methods and
survey research. The population of the study included as the following:

The population consisted of all pre-school education centers in Tehran that use Montessori teaching method. The
total numbers of such kindergartens in in the year if 2013-2014 are aboiutl5 centers. These centers include
Schools of Nora, Mofid, Vale, Soudeh, Fazeh, Aletaha Primary School, Moshaar Center of Montessori, Gole Maryam,
Shohadaye Rasan Primary School, Montessori’s Kindergarten named Foroghe Iran, Mobtakeran Primary School,
House of Creativity and Entrepreneurship, Saba’s Primary School, Educational Complex of Mahdavi and Mehdi
Yaran. If the number of members of the population be so large that researcher may not be able to conduct
research on all members of the community, the researcher will attempt to sampling. Because the number of
members of the study sample is not so large and conducting research on all members of the target population is
possible, thus the researcher did not attempt to sampling and sample size equals to the target population (15
units).In this study after getting separate license from welfare and coordinating with the centers of preschoolers,
conducted interviews and observation and researcher-made questionnaire were used to collect the data.ln
conducted interviews and observations, 10 questions based on Montessori’s component of education are
efficiency reasons of Montessori’s method, which included: the tools used in the centers, educators of Montessori’s
method, teaching methods, children skills, assessing the differences with other centers. In the questionnaire part
with check list, observations list consisting of 15 items (4 research question) refer to the center and related
information was collected about one to two hours in a friendly environment with coaches and managers and
direct observation centers. Montessori Scope & Sequence Aligned to the Common Core State Standards (National
Center of Education and the Montessori, 2013) and finding high-quality preschool (NIEER) were used. The
observation check list included 10 items scored on Likert scale and based on 6 components of quality including
the trainers’ skills, physical environment and the layout of space, methods of teaching and learning, teaching tools,
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